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O R D E R  

On March 30, 1984, the Communications Workers of America, 

D i s t r i c t  10, AFL-CIO (“CWA”) f i l e d  a Motion to I n t e r v e n e  and F o r  

R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

On April 5, 1984, the Attorney G e n e r a l ‘ s  Consumer Protection 

D i v i s i o n  ( ‘AG”) f i l e d  its Response to the CWA mot ion requesting 

t h a t  t h e  mot ion be denied. 

The CWA mot ion  c o n c e r n s  t h e  wage and wage-related increases 

of A p r i l ,  J u l y  and August, 1984, which the Commission disallowed 

in its January 18,  1984, Order. This disallowance was p r e v i o u s l y  

t h e  s u b j e c t  of a r e q u e s t  for r e h e a r i n g  by  South Central Bell 

Telephone Company (‘SCB”). By its Order of February 2 4 ,  1984,  



. 

t h e  Commission denied that r e q u e s t  f o r  r e h e a r i n g .  The CWA re- 

q u e s t s  l e a v e  to  i n t e r v e n e  p u r s u a n t  t o  807 RAR 5:001, S e c t i o n  

3 ( 8 ) ,  and a l l e g e s  i n  its Motion t h a t  it " o n l y  r e c e n t l y  became 

aware of t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s .  n1 However, SCB f i l e d  t h i s  case 

on July 29, 1983, some 8 months pr ior  to t h e  CWA's m o t i o n .  

Fu r the rmore ,  807 KAR 5:001, S e c t i o n  3(8), r e q u i r e s  a ' t i m e l y "  

mot ion  to i n t e r v e n e  and unde r  807 KAR 5:011, S e c t i o n  8 ( 3 ) ( a ) ,  a 

' t imely '  mot ion  m u s t  be  f i l e d  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  of t h e  publ ica t ion  

of t h e  n o t i c e  of proposed  ra te  changes .  Under KRS 278.400, 

p a r t i e s  had 20 d a y s  to  a p p l y  for r e h e a r i n g  a f te r  t h e  J a n u a r y  18, 

1984, Order  w a s  s e r v e d .  I n  l i g h t  of t h e  d e g r e e  of la teness  of 

t h e  mot ion ,  o v e r  2 months a f t e r  t h e  Orde r  on t h e  merits and over 

1 month a f t e r  t h e  Orde r  on R e h e a r i n g ,  t h e  Commission f i n d s  t h a t  

t h e  motion s h o u l d  b e  d e n i e d .  'Good c a u s e "  €or t h e  i n o r d i n a t e  

lateness of t h e  request €or i n t e r v e n t i o n  h a s  n o t  been 

d e m o n s t r a t e d .  

Even i f  t h e  Motion had been  t i m e l y  f i l e d ,  t h e  CWA h a s  n o t  

shown t h a t  it h a s  a special i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  p r o c e e d i n g s  t h a t  is 

n o t  a l r e a d y  adequately r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  pa r t i e s  to  the case. 

The Commission 's  a c t i o n  d e n y i n g  t h e  1984 w a g e  a d j u s t m e n t s  for 

rate-making p u r p o s e s  is based upon the teat year concept which 

can be  d i s t o r t e d  by s e l e c t i v e  a d j u s t m e n t s ,  especial ly  t h o s e  t h a t  

r e a c h  far i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  when t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of expenses and 

r e v e n u e s  may w e l l  have been a l t e r e d .  The J u l y  and  August ,  1 9 8 4 ,  

CWA wage increases will not  take p l a c e  u n t i l  14-15 months a f t e r  
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the end of the test year in this case. In rejecting this isa- 

l a ted ,  post-test  y e a r  a d j u s t m e n t  f o r  ra te -making  purposes, the 

Commission has not taken a c t i o n  which i n  a n y  way impairs the CWA 

contract. 

A s i d e  from r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  study of overall 

w a g e  and  salary l e v e l s  a t  SCB be undertaken, the Commission does 

n o t  i n t e n d  to  take a n y  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  regarding t h e  issue i n  t h i s  

case Therefore, i n  t h e  o p i n i o n  of t h e  Commission t h e  CWA 

p r e s e n t s  no c o m p e l l i n g  need  t o  become a party to  t h i s  case. 

F O ~  a l l  of the  reasons s t a t e d  above, the Commission f i n d s  

t h a t  t h e  CWA's M o t i o n  to I n t e r v e n e  and for R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  should 

be d e n i e d .  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  the CWA's Mot ion  to I n t e r v e n e  

and f o r  R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be and i t  hereby is d e n i e d .  

Done at F r a n k f o r t ,  Kentucky,  this 9 t h  day of A p r i l ,  1984. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

I .  

Vice Chairman W 
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